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: ITHE Melanolestes picipes, a small,
black and extremely poisonous Insect,has been terrorizing the District

of Columbia for a fortnight. Appearing
first in Washington, it has spead south
Into Virginia and north into Maryland.
Now it has crossed the Delaware and invadedNew Jersey. Several cases of poisoningfrom its bite have already occurred
In New York, and fear Is being expressed
by physicians that the trouble may be as
serious here as it was in the Capital.
Washington is still suffering from the

poisonous insect. Scores of persons have
been stung by this insect within the
fortnight. The plague as yet shows
no sign of abating. On the contrary.

, it seems to bo increasing at an alarming
rate. The symptoms of the persons who
are supposed to have been stung by the insectare of the most violent nature, and
the method In which the Injury is inflicted
is peculiar in the extreme. The present
epidemic is the first of the kind ever recordedeither in the history of medicine or
of entomology.
The trouble in Washington first became

apparent when a man was taken to the
Emergency Hospital in that city. His face
and eyes were severely swollen. The skin
over the inflamed part was red and distendedalmost to the point of bursting.
The patient declared that he had retired

the night before feeling as well as he everbad in his life. He awakened toward 'themiddle of the night to And his Jaw swellingrapidly, while his eyes were graduallybeing forced together by the rapid inflammationwhich fvas taking place. By morninghe was unable to see.
The physicians found no abrasion orpuncture 011 the skin. They were perplexedand finally treated the case as oneof nervous disorder. Soothing remedieswere applied, and within thirty-six hoursThe patient was discharged.
After that the trouble
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come epidemic. Case after ease wasbrought to the hospital for treatment. The
symptoms were invariably the same. The
persons afflicted came from all walks oflife hud were of both colors. The similarityof the stories told by the dlffereptpatients was remarkable. Invariablythey went to bed without feeling disorderof any kind. During the night they were
awakened by a swelling In some part ofthe face or hands. Usually this was accompaniedby little pain, although the inconveniencecaused was very great. The
one exception was the case of an expressdriver, who was lying in his wagon asleepabout 4 o'clock in the afternoon. He
awoke suddenly and found that his eyeshad commenced to swell shut. After a
short treatment he recovered.
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wise, to the theatre. The costumes which
Mrs. Potter wore as Egypt's immortal
Queen were splendid, but yet more remarkablefor transparency. In the last act she| made a startKue disnlnv cf renium
was by her friends attributed to nervousnessand by her enemies to an overwhelmingdesire to gain notoriety. She tore the
light drapery which covered her bosom and
exposed to a surprising extent the bare
flesh, on which she placed the deadly asp.It was during the Cleopatra period that
Mrs. Potter made the famous remark that
she was going "to elevate the stage." This
incensed equally her old and her new associates.
She then formed a theatrical partnership

with Ivyrle Bellew, the well-known1 actor,
who had been an idol of the matinee girl.
Bellew, whose character had been the subjectof much criticism, was an actor of ta'entand a man of cultivation. His usso-

>*itu iiiio. x-outer mis uone naim to
his career. Now that she has gained successshe has separated from him, and he,
at middle age, is about where he bsian.
New York society having given them the

cold shoulder, Mrs. Potter and Beilew
started on a long tour around the world.
They went wherever an audience understandingthe English language could be
gathered together. In Australia they had a
remarkable success, and, altogether, their
enterprise was quite fortunate.
When Mrs. Potter reappeared in London
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Washington newspapers tools up the case.

Various theories were formed by the citizensand physicians as to the cause of the
disorder. Owing to the unusually large crop
of strawberries and their great consumptionin Washington this season, adherents
were gained to the idea that the trouble
was little more than an aggravated epidemicof strawberry brash. The color of
the swollen parts and the readiness with
which the trouble gave way to treatment
caused many citizens to adhere to this belief.Others believed that the trouble was
caused by the sting* of some mysterious insect.The eminent physicians at the EmergencyHospital stood doughtily by their
original diagnosis that the trouble was
caused by nervous disorder. Still others
believed that the swellings in the lips,
cheeks and eyes of the patients were caused
by their taking cold in the parts indicated.
The real cause, however, was laid bare by

n Mr. scnwartz, who is connected with the
division of entomology of the Department
of Agriculture. This gentleman while sittingin his study during the past week was

suddenly stung by a black Insect about the
size of a bee. Being interested in matters
pertaining to Insects, he instituted a
search of his premises and succeeded in
capturing a brace of the bothersome and
dangerous little disturbers. On examinationhe found that they were nothing more
or less than members cf that rare species
known to science us Melanolestes picipes.
_____

a second time she had a much warmer receptionthan on the first occasion and showedmarked Improvement as an actress. In
time she came back to New York again.
Among other plays, she gave Zola's "ThereseIlaquln," which1 sunt a shudder
through her relatives and former acquaintances.
Mrs. Potter had established her appearancein the theatrical world when her

father-in-law died in London in 1807. In
his will he not only excluded her from any
benetit in his estate, but also "any children
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THE latest electrical device to be inventedis an automobile goat for
lodge purposes. The inventor is

Tony Gronendyke, of Chicago. Gronendykeis a mymber In good standing of
some fifteen different secret societies in
which goats are used in the initiatory ceremonies.He .has an inventive mind, and
several electrical appliances which he conceivedand perfected are in general use.
The trouble and expense of keeping a

goat in a lodge room ar.d the numerous
painful accidents to the animals from the
hard work they are called upon to perform
caused Gronendyke to turn his attention to
inventing a substitute. It is so natural
and lifelike that the boys in the &«-. -laor-
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Hemiptra, the Greek word for hi
noticed on examination that the w

half membranous and half coreacous.
The family is a large one and goes und<

Reduviidae. The members feed either or

or on other insects. Their particular pre.t
have seen an insect of this family Insert
of a caterpillar and veritably suck it dry.

The reduviidae are found in all parts
south as Central Mexico and as far no
Both the sea coast and the mountains s

dwelling places. In New Jersey two d!
family are found.the plcipes abdominalis
nolestes. These are also found in New Yoi

As a rule the melanolestes plcipes mak
bark of rotten trees. The insect runs wit
Is hard to catch on that account. It tlies
In the larvae state these creatures re

common bedbug. In fact, in the States ol
and In all the Southwestern country whe
ance and suffering are caused by its deprec
known as the "Great Big Bedbug." In th
try these creatures are more numerous

Mr. Schwartz underwent quick treatmeni
and did not suffer to any great extent fron:
the sting he received. Had the wound
been inflicted in his sleep, however, his
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of my son James Brown Potter that may
be born to him by the said Cora Urquhurt
Potter after July 1, 1S80." Here was a dis:
tinct reference to the possibility of her
misconducting herself, which, embodied in
a will, must have been very painful to her.
In the same year Mrs. Potter wrote a

very remarkable statement for the Sunday
Journal, In which she undertook to justify
herself for all the sacrifices she had made
and for all the abuse she had suffered.

It was an interesting document. After
describing her useless society life, she

oat For iNTrmiT'
hood throw tii cans under Its nose and
are disappointed that It does not ear them.
The goat is so contrived that once set in

motion it goes in circles, the size of which
are regulated by tiny wheels, which can be
set to keep the animal within circumscribed
limits. In a trial of the machine Saturday
night six ex-members of tiro First Illinois
Cavalry, men who' had conquered many
stiff-necked and stiff-legged high-jumping
cavalry horses, which were sold to the
Government as "regular rocking horses,"
were thrown one after another by the
goat and bucked all over the back yard.
Grouendyke has figures to prove that

there are 43,078 secret societies in the
L'uired States to which goats are necessary
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t case would have been chronicled with the
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I According to reports received in special

dispatches to the local papers and to letwr^te:

"Of the two pictures which is the more
enviable and creditable.Mrs. Potter of
ten years ago, patronized by a set and
dawdling through a useless existence, or
Mrs. Potter of to-day, the workwoman,
known and loved and greeted wherever
the English language is spoken?
"Work puts a woman beyond the necessityof asking favors.makes her independent.andindependence Is a great destroyerof temptation. Lnborare est orare."
She referred to her father-in-law as one

of "those society dawdlers who have reviledme from beyond the grave."
Since that time Mrs. Potter's career has

been one of uninterrupted social and pro;
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in conferring the degrees, and as he can
supply an automobile bewhlskerod, bleating,bucking bliiy for a slight advance in
price on the real animal, and it can be
kept In the lodge room without any expensewhatever, he expects to do a rushingbusiness in their manufacture.
He has made application to the committeeof the Autumn Festival for permissionto give an exhibition of a flock of

automobile goats in the stadium for one
evening during the week. He thinks by
offering a liberal prize to any one who
succeeds In riding one of the electric animalsonce around the course in the stadium
he con interest the audience and make his

invention known to all the world.
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ast. A common cause of annoyance Is the
nake on chickens.
jy one of the nielanoiestes and the swelling
>d quite painful. The insect has a very
vhich it injects through its beak into the
foreover, while It does not as a rule prey
ivarm blooded animals, it will suck their
into contact with them,
there is any reason for people through the
r that the present reported epidemic will
erious. The probable cause of the preva?stesthis year is the great abundance of
nd everywhere. Xature has provided this
caterpillars and other insect pests, and

:e of these the melanolestCs will disappear
ins provided millions of parasites which in
lsect and destroy its eggs,
ly out of the question for mankind to atiresentepidemic by artificial methods. If
oing to increase in still greater numbers
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tion. It is peculiarly unfortunate that the
osen the night to follow its .mischievous
necessarily more at his mercy when 6leepters

received at the Smithsonion Institution
and the Agricultural Department, the melanolestespicipes seem to be sweeping
over the country from the South. News

fessional triumph. Her performance of
Mliadi, in "The Three Musketeers," was
the theatrical event of the season before
Last in London. The Prince of Wales wont
to see her, accompanied by all his set, and
paid her the most flattering attentions.
Later she met the Prince at the Duchess

of Devonshire's reception, where the autocratof English society again showed his
warm personal regard for her. He made
her the leading "society actress" of Englandand raised ber to a position higher
than that occupied by Mrs. Langtry in her
heyday. He has declared her to be the
most beautiful woman of the day, and he
has spent all his life in the quest of
beauty.
Only the other day Mrs. Potter was a

leading figure at the Charity Bazaar, where
Lady Randolph ChuVchiil, Miss May Goelet,
Mrs. Arthur Paget and all the leading lights
UJ. Au^iu-Auiviiuau guacij IUU tutrix ucai IU

be conspicuous.
She is not only fainous^and successful In

her profession, but she has prospered financially.To-day she is rich and independent.
From a purely material point of view Mrs.

Potter certainly need not regret that she
left her husband for the stage.
Iier husband, apparently, feeis that he

has endured his loneliness long enough and
that he has gained a right to obey the impulsesof his heart.

It only remains to be said that on Mrs.
Potter's last visit to New Ycrk she happenedto meet her daughter, I-'ifi, on the
street and started ro embrace her. The
young woman repulsed her. "J. do not cure
for you," she said.
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has reached Washington of an outbreak of
the Insect epidemic In Baltimore, and a

report to the Agricultural Department tolls
of the case of a gentleman in Wellington,
Del., who was severely stung by one of the
insects while sitting at the supper table a

little over a week ago. The trouble has
spread generally throughout Maryland, and
Is roaming over Into New Jersey and Pennsylvania.A fear has been expressed that
the pest will take in all of the New Jersey
and Atlantic coast Summer resorts.
The worst part of such a possible state

of affairs is that mountain resorts cannot
guarantee immunity from the melanolestes
picipes in the same care-free manner with
which they insure against mosquitoes, as
the woods and mountain rocks are the nativehaunts of the creature, and, it lives
and thrives as well in the uplands as in
tho lnn.|(inrft

The trouble in Washington has been
treated mostly by private physicians, althoughmany cases have been reported
from the hospitals. At the Emergency
Hospital alone the following persons have
been treated during the past few days:
John Talbot. No. 2017 Green Court; Henry
Richards. No- 201 X street. X. W.; Charles
Armstead, Xo. 1721 Hayes Court; Henry
Freeman, Xo. 255 Twenty-fifth street, X.
W.; William Simple, Xo. 327 Fremont
street; Sarah Gorham, Washington Court;
M. P. Currey, Xo. 1114 Florida avenue, X.
W.; John Vigal, Xo. 5 Dunn Court, and
Leroy Harkins, Xo. 024 Twelfth. street,
X. W.
The Columbian Hospital and other hospitalsalso report a number of eases. Dr. H.

L. E. Johnson, one of Washington's bestknownphysicians, in conversation wilh a
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reporter, stated that he had heard of M
number of cases of the epidemic during the
course of the past few weeks, but had
only treated a single case. This was an

exceptional one, inasmuch as the patient,
a well-known Washington lady, while lying
awake at night, felt a decided sting from
the bug or insect that inflicted the injury.
She told Dr. Johnson that the sting was

given about the middle of the night, and
when he arrived in response to a cgll
about 9 o'clock in the- morning the pa«
tient's lip was swollen almost beyond recognition.Dr. Johnson states that it was

three days before he was able to subdue
the swelling caused by the poisonous bite
of the insect.
The Government entomologists at the

Agricultural Department state that the
molanolestos does not mean harm to any
human creatures with which it Com
in contact and who suffer from it
sting. It is supplied with a long
sharp beak, and it exists on the blooc
of other insects and bugs, sucking the
blood from their living bodies. It is only
accidental, they state, when it bites warmbloodedanimals. Nevertheless, the creatureshave a habit of sticking their probosciinto anything living or dead with
which they may come in contact. Needless
to say that this promiscuous probing serves

to accumulate a large amount of bacterial
poison. This poison inserted beneath th«
skin in the puncturing process brings about
undesirable and even dangerous results. y
The melanoleStes may be generally describedas a black insect, about a half inch

In length, with a body resembling Uiat of
the beetle. Instead of. jaws or plnetr*
bowever, the pest has a long, sharp bea
It is supplied with wings, which allow it
fly about at pleasure, and to enter
rooms of sleepers at will. In flight
bug is noiseless, and it is while bat
around bedrooms that It generally co<.
into contact with sleepers and inflicts
noxious sting. An unfortunate peculiar!
of the insect Is that it seems to be llttl
attracted by light, and It is by dark thai
most of its damage is done.
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